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USAID and Irish Aid Collaborate to Award Ethiopian
Dairy Innovation Fund Recipients

Robert Sauers, USAID Ethiopia

Simret Lulekal, the owner of SYE Agroindustry, discusses her company’s products with U.S. Ambassador Haslach. SYE works
with 600 women beekeepers in Bishoftu and Adama to process and sell honey and beeswax.
Addis Ababa—The Ethiopia Sustainable Agribusiness Incubator (ESAI), a project of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), held a graduation ceremony today for 14 entrepreneurs who successfully introduced an innovative
idea to the sesame, dairy and honey sectors, established a company and have started generating revenue.
 
The graduating entrepreneurs have created a better climate for agribusinesses to prosper and have contributed to adding
social value to the regions in which their businesses operate. As the first agribusiness incubator in Ethiopia, the
entrepreneurs of ESAI have created employment opportunities for smallholders, increased productivity within the sub-sectors
and have linked local products to the global market.
 
“These graduates are shining examples of the entrepreneurial spirit that is essential for Ethiopia to achieve its goals under
the Growth and Transformation Plan,” said U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia Patricia Haslach. “Projects like the Ethiopia
Sustainable Agribusiness Incubator demonstrate the potential of Ethiopian entrepreneurs to transform communities and
individual lives.”
 
Ireland’s development agency, Irish Aid, joined ESAI in July 2014, to launch the Dairy Innovation Fund with the goal of
stimulating dairy agribusinesses by providing funds to entrepreneurs that are introducing new technology and innovative
business models to add value to the dairy industry in Ethiopia. Through this Fund, the ESAI project today awarded grants to
18 recipients with innovative business models and technologies that demonstrate great potential for commercialization such
as artificial insemination or in vitro fertilization services, distributing inputs to dairy farmers, producing and distributing
animal feed, distributing veterinary care or creating long shelf life milk products such as cheese, butter, UHT and powdered
milk.
 
Seán Sherlock T.D., Ireland’s Minister of State for Development, Trade Promotion and North-South Cooperation, spoke about
continued support for Ethiopia’s private sector development. “Irish Aid is very proud to be part of this program in partnership
with our friends at USAID and in the Ministry of Agriculture….By supporting firms with capital investment, I believe that aid
can both leverage private sector funds for development and can encourage risk taking and innovation. Ireland is a leader in
sustainable food and I hope that it is only a matter of time now before these entrepreneurs will be competing with us and
challenging us to innovate further.”
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Through collaboration with USAID, Irish Aid anticipates that the Dairy Innovation Fund will allow Ethiopian farmers and
consumers to benefit from the latest techniques and technologies.
 
ESAI was established in 2012 under a cooperative agreement between USAID and Precise Consult International and part of
the U.S. Government’s Feed the Future Initiative, to transform Ethiopian agriculture sector-by-sector by enhancing the
competitiveness of entire value chains.
 
This article originally appeared on USAID's website.
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